
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Randolph families, 
 
The coronavirus pandemic continues to bring unprecedented changes to the way 
we live and interact with one another.  This afternoon, Governor Ivey announced 
that students in Alabama’s schools will not return to their physical schools for the 
remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. With this announcement, Randolph 
School will suspend on-campus classes and activities for the remainder of the 
school year and will remain in a virtual learning environment for the second 
semester.  All school programs, including athletics, arts, travel, and others, are 
also suspended for the remainder of the school year.  We will work diligently to 
find unique and creative ways to honor our seniors and ask for your patience as 
we look at how best to celebrate them moving forward. While this is not what any 
of us had hoped for, we remain committed to following the course of action that 
best serves the health and safety of our students and of our wider community.  
 
Tomorrow, March 27, is a well-deserved school holiday leading into next week’s 
spring break.  We are committed to continue delivering excellence in education for 
the remainder of the school year and will return to virtual school and remote 
learning on Monday, April 6. Division administrators will communicate with you 
further as we approach that date. 
 
Our faculty and administrators have been working diligently these past weeks to 
not only deliver instruction in new and creative ways, but also to evaluate and 
plan for the best ways to serve the needs of our students in a virtual teaching and 
learning format that is sustainable through the remainder of our school year.  For 
Randolph, learning is not optional.  We remain committed to delivering excellence 
in education during these unique circumstances. 
 
We have benefitted greatly from your feedback over the past two weeks and will 
continue to find ways to openly communicate about what is working well and 
ways we can be more effective.  This is a challenging time for all of us.  We each 
have concerns over how we will best manage these unexpected changes in our 
daily routines, impacts on our families and businesses, and most importantly, our 
need to remain healthy until this risk is mitigated.  We will work closely with you 
to find ways to appropriately balance meaningful learning experiences with a 
healthy home-school partnership.   
 
There are many unanswered questions, and we will strive to communicate 
effectively and efficiently as we assess, adapt, and make decisions in the coming 
days. We will write to you with more detail on some of those specific questions 



next week, and plan to continue the Thursday Head of School communications 
throughout the remainder of the school year.  Until that time, we would like to 
offer a few reminders: 
 

• We encourage our students and teachers to take time away from school 
during Spring Break and use this time to rest and recharge.  This will enable 
us all to be at our best when we return. 

• We stress the importance of social distancing and self-quarantine, where 
appropriate.  While it is difficult, now is not the time to congregate in 
groups of any size. If we all do our part, then we offer the greatest chance 
for changing the course of the virus. 

• As always, please feel free to contact your division administration via email 
with any questions, suggestions or feedback as you observe your child’s 
experience moving forward. 

 
We thank you for your ongoing support of our school during this time of 
uncertainty.  We know that these circumstances are challenging to many, yet we 
are reminded of how very fortunate we are to be a member of such a caring and 
supportive school community.  Our hope is to provide continuity for our families 
as we continue to plan for the 2020-2021 school year. We are grateful for each of 
you and look forward to a bright future and to the time when we can again be 
together in person. This short video shares more than we can offer in words about 
what Randolph means to each of us.  Randolph is resilient, resourceful and 
rallying together! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jerry B. Beckman    Marshall Schreeder, Jr. ‘96 
Interim Head of School    Chair, Board of Trustees 
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